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politicians, doctors, and scientists, and in other professions. As moth-
ers, daughters, and sisters, women have supported and strengthened
American families and communities. Women are at the forefront of en-
trepreneurship in America, creating millions of new jobs and helping
to build our Nation’s economic prosperity.

We celebrate those who have broken down barriers for women, such
as Jacqueline Cochran, who was the founder and director of the Wom-
en’s Air Force Service Pilots during World War II and the first woman
to break the sound barrier. Gerty Theresa Radnitz Cori was the first
American woman to receive a Nobel Prize in the sciences, and her re-
search significantly advanced the treatment of diabetes. In 1926, Olym-
pic Gold Medalist Gertrude Ederle became the first woman to swim the
English Channel. Marian Anderson, a Presidential Medal of Freedom
recipient, opened doors in music as the first African American to per-
form with the New York Metropolitan Opera. Juliette Gordon Low en-
couraged community service and the physical, mental, and spiritual
development of America’s young women as founder of the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America. As we work to advance freedom and
peace and fight the war on terror, American women in uniform are
serving at posts at home and across the world, taking great risks as
they make our Nation more secure.

As we commemorate Women’s History Month, I encourage all Ameri-
cans to celebrate the extraordinary contributions and accomplishments
of American women and to continue our progress in making our soci-
ety more prosperous, just, and equal.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March
2005 as Women’s History Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities that honor the history, accomplishments, and contribu-
tions of American women.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7873 of March 4, 2005

Irish-American Heritage Month, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The story of the Irish in America is an important part of the history
of our country. This month, we pay tribute to Americans of Irish de-
scent who have shaped our Nation and influenced American life.

Long before the great wave of Irish immigration in the 1840s, people
of Irish ancestry were defining and defending our Nation. Charles
Thomson, an Irishman by birth, served as Secretary of the Continental
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Congress and helped design the Great Seal of the United States. Irish-
born Commodore John Barry fought for our country’s independence
and later helped found the United States Navy.

Irish Americans have been leaders in our public life, and they have re-
tained a proud reverence for their heritage. In June 1963, President
John F. Kennedy spoke to the Parliament in Dublin and told the story
of the Irish Brigade, a regiment that fought valiantly for the Union and
suffered terrible losses during the Civil War. Two decades after Presi-
dent Kennedy’s visit, President Ronald Reagan returned to his great-
grandfather’s hometown in County Tipperary, Ireland, and greeted the
crowd in their own Irish language.

The industry, talent, and imagination of Irish Americans have enriched
our commerce and our culture. Their strong record of public service
has fortified our democracy. Their strong ties to family, faith, and com-
munity have strengthened our Nation’s character. The Irish are a sig-
nificant reason why Americans will always be proud to call ourselves
a Nation of immigrants.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March
2005 as Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to
observe this month by celebrating the contributions of Irish Americans
to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7874 of March 4, 2005

Save Your Vision Week, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Eye disease causes suffering, loss of productivity, and diminished qual-
ity of life for millions of Americans. During Save Your Vision Week,
we raise awareness of eye disease and encourage all our citizens to
take action to safeguard their eyesight.

As people age, they can develop conditions that affect eyesight, includ-
ing cataracts, glaucoma, retinal disorders, dry eye, and low vision.
Through regular eye exams, many of these problems can be detected
and treated early, reducing the risk of vision loss. The National Insti-
tute on Aging, part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), suggests
five steps for all Americans to take to protect their eyesight: regular
physical exams; a complete eye exam every 1 to 2 years; a check of
family history; immediate attention if you notice any loss of eyesight,
eye pain, or other eye problems; and use of sunglasses and a hat to
protect eyes from the damaging effects of ultraviolet rays.
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